
DEAL (Last updated 17/12/2024) 

1 

The theoretical/synthesis type of BA thesis 
 
 
1 Introduction 
 
In the theoretical/synthesis type of BA thesis, you are expected to synthesise content (i.e., ideas) from 
sources (e.g., books, research papers) written on an Applied Linguistics topic. This implies that you 
read sources with a specific research question in mind; extract relevant content that helps you answer 
the research question; primarily summarise and paraphrase the extracted content given that you can 
also use direct quotation when there is a justifiable reason for it (e.g., you reproduce a definition, 
language features of an original statement must be kept); and synthesise the extracted content. This 
means that you “show connections between and generate new information from the ideas extracted 
from several source texts” (Tankó, 2019, p. 174).  
 
 
2  Requirements 
 
As a theoretical/synthesis thesis requires systematic processing and categorisation of content, 
discovering relationships across several sources, focused reasoning, and informed creativity (i.e., 
creativity driven by the content you process), we would like to make sure that this thesis type really 
suits you and that you will write a great thesis in the end. Therefore, even before your thesis journey 
starts, we strongly recommend you to meet the following criteria: 
 
2.1 
You are strongly encouraged to agree with your chosen supervisor at the latest by early June (for a 
May/June final exam the following year) or early January (for a January final exam the following year) 
on the following: 
 
- the topic of your thesis 
- the research question 
 
2.2 
You are expected to read an introductory, accessible source on synthesis writing by September/March 
before submitting your thesis proposal. Your supervisor will set the book to read and check if you have 
met this requirement in time.  
 
2.3 
Should your thesis proposal fall short of feasibility, you will accept the right of your supervisor to refrain 
from supervising your thesis altogether. 
 
 
3 Detailed description 
 
3.1 What is a theoretical/synthesis type of BA thesis? 
 
This type of thesis at BA level is a serious academic challenge in the form of an analytical piece of 
writing documenting research. The research involves the planned and systematic investigation of a 
particular topic. It should convincingly show your ability to understand, analyse, and synthesise 
scholarly literature (and if applicable and feasible, your ability to interpret original authentic 
examples). The thesis should address an issue that is specifically related to a field of English applied 
linguistics. 
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In order to complete your thesis you need to: 
 

• Identify a research area in which you are interested and formulate one main research 
question (and, if necessary, additional sub-research questions). The objective of the 
research is to identify and describe relationships between content (i.e., ideas) across 
several sources (primarily English language but not only) based on which you generate 
new knowledge by inventing new ideas, drawing your own conclusions, and making 
original predictions or recommendations. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with the most important literature related to the field of 
investigation. 

• Demonstrate appropriate familiarity with synthesising. 
• Select a well-defined and justified number of sources for the synthesis (e.g., books, 

articles, conference proceedings, technical reports, theses or dissertations). 
• Process the content and present the outcomes clearly and with convincing argumentation. 
• Draw well-founded conclusions based on the content you processed. 
• Use the APA (7th ed.) documentation style for guidelines on citing sources, formatting, 

and academic writing. 
 
3.2 Content 
 
A theoretical/synthesis thesis investigates a problem and is argumentative in nature: The writer uses 
content from academic sources as support.  
 
3.3 The structure of a theoretical/synthesis thesis 
 
A possible division of the app. 20 pages long BA thesis into subsections is as follows:  
 
- introduction: app. 1.5-2 pages 
- body:  app. 16–17 pages 
- conclusion: app. 1.5-2 pages 
 
Preliminary pages:  
 
These will normally include the certificate of research, a title page, an abstract, and a table of contents. 
The cover must contain the word “thesis” on it, the name of the student, his or her major, and the year 
that the thesis was written. The inside cover must contain the word “thesis” and the title of the thesis 
in Hungarian and English, as well as the year in which the thesis was written. The lower left corner 
must contain the name and rank of the supervisor. The lower right corner must contain the name of 
the student, his or her major, and the year in which the thesis was written.  
 
Statement of Originality (Certificate of Research): The student must also include a statement to the 
effect that the thesis is the student’s own original work. For the Hungarian version see 
http://www.btk.elte.hu/file/nyilatkozat_plagium.doc. For the English version see 
http://seas.elte.hu/dokuwiki/studies/graduation/thesis/formal_requirements#ba_theses. 
 
Abstract:  
 
A short summary of the research and the main outcomes (100–150 words). 
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Introduction:  
 
This must introduce the reader to the particular issue in focus and explain the relevance of the 
investigation by presenting a research gap. 
 
The body of the thesis:  
 
In the body part of the thesis, which can be subdivided into chapters or sections, the writer uses app. 
10 up-to-date primary sources and/or landmark/classic works from which he or she extracts content 
for the synthesis. While the majority of the sources must be English language academic texts, sources 
written in other languages may also be used provided that their use is justified. The writer must define 
concisely and use consistently the technical terms that are used. The synthesis presents a systematic 
processing and categorisation of the content extracted from the sources. It explains relationships 
between the content of several sources, is characterised by focused, cogent, and coherent local and 
global reasoning as well as by informed creativity (i.e., creativity driven by the content you process). 
 
Conclusion:  
 
This section briefly summarises the main outcomes of the thesis (i.e., the new knowledge generated), 
draws conclusions, and formulates original predictions or recommendations concerning the 
investigated issue. It can also outline the limitations of the research and propose directions for future 
investigations. The conclusions, original predictions or recommendations must be directly related to 
the content synthesised form the sources included in the thesis, so they cannot be subjective 
speculations. 
 
References:  
 
This section contains the APA format reference entries of the sources that have been cited in the thesis 
(and only those).  
 
3.4 Form and language 
 
The language of the thesis is English. The text must be written in academic style. The thesis must 
contain at least 40 thousand characters (20 pages) but cannot exceed 44 thousand characters. This 
length does not include the inside title page, list of contents, list of references, etc. Format Typeface: 
Times New Roman, 12-point font size. Line spacing: double-space between all text lines; single-spacing 
or one-and-a-half spacing in tables and figures. Margins: uniform margins of 2.54 cm with the left 
margin set at 3 cm to allow for binding. Indentation: indent the first line of every paragraph (5-7 spaces 
or ½ inch). For sample APA formatted papers visit the APA homepage (http://www.apastyle.org). 
 
 
4 Marking 
 
The final mark of the thesis is a composite of two separate scores awarded for (i) content and (ii) form 
and language in a 2/3 – 1/3 ratio. Maximum of 75 points can be awarded for a thesis.  
 
4.1 
 
Form and language: 25 points (33%) of the mark awarded to the thesis, following the general SEAS 
marking convention. 
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4.2 
 
Content: (50 points, 66%): 
 

 Category Description Points 

1 
Setting and 
rationale 

- the thesis writer sets the research scene and presents a gap (a novel 
aspect of or approach to the topic) 
 

max 
 5 

2 Aim / RQ 
- there is a focused statement of intent concerning the goal of the thesis 
rooted in the selected literature or a research question  
 

max 
 5 

3 Literature 

- the writer uses up-to-date sources, landmark / classic works 
- the writer refers to app. 10 pieces of primary literature 
- the writer justifies the use of sources originally not written in English 
 

max 
15 

4 
Meaningful 
treatment 

- the thesis includes concise definitions and uses terminology consistently 
- the thesis is characterised by locally and globally coherent and cogent 
argumentation supporting the aim 
- the writer’s claims are substantiated 
- the thesis includes systematic synthesis of the content extracted from 
the sources included in the analysis 
- the writer avoids overreliance on one source 
 

max 
25 

 


