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The empirical/analytical type of BA thesis 
 
 
1 Introduction 
 
From 2024, we introduced a new type of BA thesis which we call empirical/analytical thesis. In such a 
thesis, you are expected to analyse empirical data. Among others, you would be in search of linguistic 
patterns/tendencies in/of code switching; usage of lingua franca English; advertising discourse; media 
language; corpus data showing differences across groups of speakers; social media language; linguistic 
landscape; job advertisements; individual differences; issues related to language learning, teaching, 
and testing; classroom learning processes; or learning outside the classroom, just to mention a few 
examples; the list above is not exhaustive. 
 
 
2  Requirements 
 
As an empirical/analytical thesis requires focus, consistency, and an eye for detail, we would like to 
make sure that this thesis type really suits you and that you will write a great thesis in the end. 
Therefore, even before your thesis journey starts, we strongly recommend you to meet the following 
criteria: 
 
2.1 
You are strongly encouraged to agree with your chosen supervisor at the latest by early June (for a 
May/June final exam the following year) or early January (for a January final exam the following year) 
on the following: 
 
- the topic of your thesis 
- the research question 
- the method used in the text analysis (discourse analysis, corpus linguistic analysis, pragmatic analysis, 
etc.), and tools used for data collection (interview, questionnaire, etc.) and analysis 
 
2.2 
You are expected to read an introductory, accessible research methods/statistics book for linguistics 
by September/March before submitting your thesis proposal. Your supervisor will set the book to read 
and check if you have met this requirement in time.  
 
2.3 
Should your thesis proposal fall short of feasibility and/or sound research design, you will accept the 
right of your supervisor to either make you change the empirical thesis type to the 
theoretical/synthesis thesis type (in which case, accordingly, a modified proposal will be needed) or 
to refrain from supervising your thesis altogether. 
 
 
3 Detailed description 
 
3.1 What is an empirical/analytical BA thesis? 
 
This type of thesis at BA level is a serious academic challenge in the form of an analytical rather than 
a purely summative or descriptive piece of writing documenting research. The research involves the 
planned and systematic investigation of a particular topic. The thesis should address an issue that is 
specifically related to a field of English applied linguistics. 
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In order to complete your thesis you need to: 
 

• Identify a research area in which you are interested and formulate one main research 
question (and, if necessary, additional sub-research questions). The objective of the 
research is to identify and describe data patterns and/or analyse relationships between 
variables. Alternatively, the aim of the research may be to test particular hypotheses. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with the most important literature related to the field of 
investigation. 

• Demonstrate appropriate familiarity with analytical tools and justify their use in the 
research. 

• Collect or select a well-defined and justified set of data for the analysis (e.g., empirical, 
quantitative, or qualitative data; corpus of texts; set of documents.) 

• Conduct the analysis and present the results clearly and with convincing argumentation. 
• Draw well-founded conclusions based on the analysis of your data. 
• Use the APA (7th ed.) documentation style for guidelines on citing sources, formatting, 

and academic writing. 
 
3.2 Content 
 
An empirical/analytical thesis investigates a problem and is argumentative in nature: The writer uses 
empirical data as support. Empirical research can be qualitative or quantitative. Qualitative research 
studies an individual case or a limited number of cases closely with the purpose of understanding the 
particular issue in depth. Using statistical methods, quantitative research studies an issue in order to 
formulate generalisations based on a sample of the population. 
 
3.3 The structure of an empirical/analytical thesis 
 
A possible division of the app. 20 pages long BA thesis into subsections is as follows:  
 
- introduction: app. 1.5-2 pages 
- body:  app. 16–17 pages 
- conclusion: app. 1.5-2 pages 
 
Preliminary pages:  
 
These will normally include the certificate of research, a title page, an abstract, and a table of contents, 
which includes the chapters of the thesis and also the materials included as appendices. The cover 
must contain the word “thesis” on it, the name of the student, his or her major, and the year that the 
thesis was written. The inside cover must contain the word “thesis” and the title of the thesis in 
Hungarian and English, as well as the year in which the thesis was written. The lower left corner must 
contain the name and rank of the supervisor. The lower right corner must contain the name of the 
student, his or her major, and the year in which the thesis was written.  
 
Statement of Originality (Certificate of Research): The student must also include a statement to the 
effect that the thesis is the student’s own original work. For the Hungarian version see 
http://www.btk.elte.hu/file/nyilatkozat_plagium.doc. For the English version see 
http://seas.elte.hu/dokuwiki/studies/graduation/thesis/formal_requirements#ba_theses. 
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Abstract:  
 
A short summary of the research and the main findings (100–150 words). 
 
Introduction:  
 
This must introduce the reader to the particular issue under analysis, explain the relevance of the 
investigation (present a research gap), and identify the research approach/strategy. 
 
Review of the literature:  
 
The purpose of the review based on app. 10 up-to-date primary sources and/or landmark/classic 
works is to develop the background, that is, to discuss the relevant literature in order to demonstrate 
the writer’s knowledge of the field specifically related to the research question(s). A literature review 
should be a very thorough and well-structured overview presented on the basis of an original 
organising principle. Everything included in a good overview is relevant to the research question(s). 
This part of the thesis should be around one quarter of the total length of the thesis. 
 
Research design and methods:  
 
The Introduction and the Review of the literature are typically followed by a section in which the writer 
describes in detail how the investigation was conducted, that is, the technical aspects of the study. 
Depending on the type of investigation, this may involve the detailed description of the corpus 
analysed, participants or scripts/texts analysed (including the sampling procedures), the instruments 
(if any), and the data collecting and processing procedures. 
 
The method of data analysis must be described and its use justified. A good method section describes 
the procedures in such a detailed way that anyone wishing to replicate the study will be able to rerun 
it. This section will ideally be around one quarter of the total length of the complete thesis. 
 
Results and discussion: 
 
This Results section presents the results of the analysis, which will inform the interpretation and 
discussion of the results and justify the conclusions drawn. The Discussion section includes the writer's 
interpretation and discussion of the results with respect to the original questions/hypotheses. The 
two, sometimes separate sections, can be merged together. They should amount to around one half 
of the complete thesis. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
This section briefly summarises the main findings of the analysis, outlines the limitations of the 
research, and proposes directions for future investigations. The conclusions must be directly related 
to and drawn from the data analysed in the thesis, so they cannot be subjective speculations. 
 
References:  
 
This section contains the APA format reference entries of the sources that have been cited in the thesis 
(and only those).  
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Appendices:  
 
The following materials are appropriate for an appendix: less important tables or figures, or other 
kinds of illustrative materials. The appendix may also contain a short sample of the raw data. NB All 
other data must be made available if requested. 
 
3.4 Form and language 
 
The language of the thesis is English. The text must be written in academic style. The thesis must 
contain at least 40 thousand characters (20 pages) but cannot exceed 44 thousand characters. This 
length does not include the inside title page, list of contents, list of references, etc. Format Typeface: 
Times New Roman, 12-point font size. Line spacing: double-space between all text lines; single-spacing 
or one-and-a-half spacing in tables and figures. Margins: uniform margins of 2.54 cm with the left 
margin set at 3 cm to allow for binding. Indentation: indent the first line of every paragraph (5-7 spaces 
or ½ inch). For sample APA formatted papers visit the APA homepage (http://www.apastyle.org). 
 
 
4 Marking 
 
The final mark of the thesis is a composite of two separate scores awarded for (i) content and (ii) form 
and language in a 2/3 – 1/3 ratio. Maximum of 75 points can be awarded for a thesis.  
 
4.1 
 
Form and language: 25 points (33% of the mark awarded to the thesis), following the general SEAS 
marking convention. 
 
4.2 
 
Content: 50 points (66% of the mark awarded to the thesis): 
 

 Category Description Points 

1 
Setting and 
rationale 

- the thesis writer sets the research scene and presents a gap (a 
novel aspect of / approach to the topic) 
- topic is relevant, researchable, includes some original aspect 
 

max  
5 

2 Aim and RQ 
- research question(s) and objectives: relevant to the topic and 
explicitly formulated 
 

max  
5 

3 Literature 

- there is a clear relationship between the research question and 
the literature review  
- the writer clearly identifies and justifies the research gap 
- the writer refers to app. 10 pieces of primary literature 
- the writer uses up-to-date sources, landmark/classic works  
- the writer justifies the use of sources originally not written in 
English 
- no overreliance on one source 
 

max 
15 
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4 
Meaningful 
treatment 

- the thesis includes concise definitions and uses terminology 
consistently 
- an appropriate, well-specified and justified set of data (e.g., 
empirical quantitative or qualitative data, corpus of texts, set of 
course books) 
- evidence of the ability to use academic research tools reasonably 
well 
- method (of data collection, analysis, and interpretation): following 
academic conventions 
- results clearly presented (e.g., in tables, figures, charts or graphs if 
necessary), discussed in relation to the literature review, and 
interpreted with convincing argumentation / justification, 
- conclusion: well-supported, convincingly related to the study as a 
whole 
 

max 
25 

 


