BA Thesis Marking Form for
the Language Component

Maximum score for the language component: 25 points (33%) of total 75 points.
Maximum score for the content component: 50 points (66%) of total 75 points.
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Please circle the appropriate score for each criterion in the table below.

Definition of the scores*:

0 = does not meet or only insufficiently meets the requirements
1 = partially meets the requirements
2 = fully meets the requirements

ORGANISATION

Layout o 1 2

Coherence and cohesion 0 1 2

Presence and quality of necessary subsections (thesis type dependent) 0o 1 2

Paragraphing (division of ideas into thought units) 0o 1 2
| DOCUMENTATION

Adequate use and embedding of examples, tables, figures, etc. o 1 2

In-text citation (APA, MLA, or as specified by each department) o 1 2

References/works cited/bibliography section (APA, MLA or as specified by each department) 0o 1 2
| ACCURACY

Grammar 0o 1 2

Spelling 0o 1 2

Punctuation 0o 1 2
| APPROPRIACY

Range and control of vocabulary 0o 1 2

Style (formal, academic style) 0o 1 2
| THESIS TITLE

Operative title (no = 0; yes = 1) 0 1

*N.B. If the work is an uncredited reproduction of someone else’s work, ideas or words, give 0 points both for
the language and the content component of the paper.
Additional comments:

Total language score: ......ccceovvrvnnnn. /25
Date: 14 December 2024
Referee’s SIZNAtUIE: ..o
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DESCRIPTION OF THE GRADING CRITERIA

1. ORGANISATION
1.1 Layout

The layout follows SEAS specifications (e.g., double line spacing, appropriate12pt serif font,
and 1 in or 2.5cm margins). The format follows the guidelines of the documentation style
used.

1.2 Coherence and cohesion

Students are required to link their ideas logically as well as verbally, thus providing a clear
chain of thoughts. Coherence refers to a more global quality of the text that relates to
readability. A text is coherent if the sentences follow each other logically; the paragraphs are
linked to each other; there is logical transition from one idea to the next, so the ideas flow
smoothly; and the text reads well (that is, the reader does not have to go back and read a
sentence or passage several times to understand what it wants to say).

The term cohesion refers to linguistic markers of textual connection, such as,
references, connectives, transitional phrases (e.g., first/second/third/finally, in conclusion).
Note that the overuse of such markers results in an artificial text.

1.3 Presence and quality of necessary subsections (genre dependent)

Irrespective of the type of the academic paper submitted as a BA thesis, it is a basic
requirement that it is clearly divided into three main sections: introduction, body, and
conclusion. In addition to these units of division, the paper must conform in terms of its
sections to the expectations of the genre it represents.

1.4 Paragraphing

The paper should be organised into (indented) paragraphs following main topic areas. Each
new topic is to be developed in a new paragraph, and a paragraph should develop only one
controlling idea.

2. DOCUMENTATION

2.1 Adequate use and embedding of examples, tables, figures, etc.

The paper should include a sufficient number of relevant examples, tables, figures, or data
extracts appropriately embedded into the text.

2.2 In-text citation

Appropriate and accurate use should be made of the in-text citation style of a relevant
referencing system (APA/MLA/etc.).
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2.3 References/works cited/bibliography section

Appropriate and accurate use should be made of a relevant referencing system
(APA/MLA/etc.) in the section listing the sources at the end of the paper.

3. ACCURACY

3.1 Grammar

The paper should evidence a sound grasp of English grammar (e.g., the accurate use of tenses,
agreement, auxiliaries, prepositions, articles, pronouns, and word order).

3.2 Mechanics

Spelling and punctuation are consistently accurate.

4. APPROPRIACY

4.1 Range and control of vocabulary

The paper should demonstrate consistent and correct use of academic vocabulary, appropriate
for the register (i.e., variety of language used adequately to the situational context) specific for
the field of study.

4.2 Style

The paper should be written in formal, academic style, following the conventions of a specific
field of study.

5. THESISTITLE

The tile of the thesis is informative, inviting, and to the point, indicating clearly and
accurately the subject and scope of the study.
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